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STATEMENT OF THE NEW YORK LANDMARKS CONSERVANCY BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY 
COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS, RESILIENCY, AND DISPOSITIONS 
REGARDING THE DESIGNATION OF THE BEVERLY SQUARE WEST AND DITMAS PARK WEST 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
 
Good day Chair Marte and Councilmembers.  I am Andrea Goldwyn, speaking on behalf of the New 
York Landmarks Conservancy.  The Conservancy is pleased to support designation of these historic 
districts.  
 
Beverly Square West and Ditmas Park West well represent the history of Brooklyn at the start of the 
20th century  These neighborhoods replaced former farmland in just 10 years, as transportation 
improvements opened up new sections of Brooklyn.  This growth reflected a trend of late 19th and 
early 20th century architecture and planning noted by the Commission in the 1981 designation report 
for Ditmas Park: that of “the development of landscaped suburban areas laid out on a street grid in 
the urban manner and built up with single-family houses that reflect an eclectic use of design forms 
and stylistic details.”  
 
These peaceful enclaves boast a consistency of scale and styles that certainly recommend them for 
designation. The two- and three-story, mostly wood-clad houses, are on large lots set back from 
street with open front lawns.  They were built in the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles and 
feature Tudor and Shingle style details, all typical of the early 20th century.  There have been some 
alterations or additions since these communities were built, but even these minor changes do not 
impinge on the overall continuity.  Altogether, they exhibit a distinct sense of place.  
 
With designation, Beverly Square West and Ditmas Park West will receive the protection of the 
Landmarks Law and review and guidance of any future proposed changes to the historic fabric.  Staff 
from the Conservancy’s Preservation Services Department and Historic Properties Fund look 
forward to working with building owners in the Historic Districts. 
 
We applaud the actions of residents and preservation advocates who energized the cause of 
designating these Districts, We understand that local advocates had envisioned larger designations, 
and hope that the Landmarks Commission will continue to evaluate that request and designate more 
districts in the coming years.   
 
As you consider this designation, there is also a larger issue: the impact of historic districts on New 
York City.  You might hear that historic districts are preventing new housing, or that there needs to 
be a moratorium on designations.  Please note that across the City, historic districts encompass 
about 5% of land and lots.  Many are in the densest neighborhoods, and designation helps limit the 
demolition of existing affordable housing.  There are many, many reasons why housing is so 
expensive in New York, but historic districts barely factor into that discussion.  The attached map 
shows that well.  
 
Historic Districts have proven to be a remarkable success for the City, revitalizing neighborhoods, 
protecting homes, fighting climate change, and celebrating building crafts.  Preservation is also a 
strong economic engine, creating jobs and encouraging heritage tourism.  This is all accomplished in 
under 5% of buildings and building lot area.  We hope that there will be more districts that do all of 
this while telling New York’s whole story. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present the Conservancy’s views.   
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